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them and promote consolidation, and this was working very well,
but we have now dispensed with that money so we no longer have
any money for that area. A co uple years ago I introduced a bill
for th e e d ucat ion ro u nd t a b l e . The b i l l , al so becau se of t he
budget d e fi ci t , neve r got o f f t he gr oun d . I s t i l l f ee l ver y
strongl y t h a t i t was a g oo d id ea i n t h e f a c t of ge t t i ng
educat io n g r ou p s to g e t h e r , g e t t i n g K t hr oug h 1 2 , ge t t i ng t he
univer s i t y , l ook i n g a h e a d . Aga i n , t h a t ' s one t hi ng t ha t I ' m
always c r i t i c i ze d and many of y o u a r e t oo i n . f r om y ou r
c onst i t u e n c i e s i s not e ve r l ook i n g a h e ad . Th i s wou l d ha v e gi v e n
us an opportunity for the education groups to sort o f a sses s
where we are and w hat we have to dn in the future. As I say,
unfor t u na t e l y , t ha t d i d not ge t o f f o f t he gr oun d . I t h i nk ,
since we started in the 1990s, one of the goals we have had, and
we' ve talked about that, is to increase our state aid so that we
have more re l ief in p roperty, property tax relief. And it' s
been mentioned this afternoon in the discussions that we have
seen an increase in state spending, but many. . .much of t ha t ha s
gone back to more aid to ESUs, more aid to counties, more aid to
cities, more aid to schools, a nd wha t we are do in g now is
actually cutting that a id and, as we' ve said before, shifting
that b u r de n b a ck , mu c n o f i t , t o ou r l o ca l p rope r t y t a x a r ea .
LB 540 , no , i t ' s no t t he mo s t t a s t e f u l b i l l in t he f a c t t ha t i t
is raising the levy, but I think there is a balance in the fac t
that we ' r e t r y i ng t o k e ep some o f t h e s t a t e a i d a nd ye t a l so
increas in g t h e opp o r t u n i t y f o r some a d d i t i o n a l f und i ng on t he
loca l l e v e l . An d a g a i n , i t do e sn ' t ma n d a t e t ha t s cho o l s wi l l
need to go to that $1.04; it allows them to if necessary.

SPEAKER BROMM : One m inute .

SENATOR STUHR: I don't exactly know and I'd like to ask Senator
Maxwell o n e q u e s t i o n a bo ut o f f e r i ng be t t e r oppo r t uni t i e s i n
al t e r n a t i v e e duc a t i o n . Cou l d y ou j u st g i v e a br i e f goa l wha t
you had in mind there?

SPEAKER BROMM: Se n a t o r Ma x w e l l , wou l d y o u y i e l d ?

SENATOR MAXWELL: Ye ah, Senator Stuhr, t h is ide a c rys tallized
f or m e ear l y t h i s ye a r w hen p eopl e s t a r t e d a s k i n g t h e q u e s t i o n
maybe th e s t a t e co u l d h e l p Om a ha pa y fo r t he cops i n t he s ch o o l s
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